
Thinking of Buying a Motorbike in the UK? 
Here's what you need to know  
 
What to ride? 
 
First there are loads of new and second-hand bikes to choose from. So work out 
what you plan to do on the bike first.  
 
This will help you identify those bikes which will handle the challenge, and which will 
be a nightmare.  Bikes sold in the UK are generally similar to those sold the world 
over, but there will be differences - in particular the headlights on UK bikes will be set 
up for riding on UK roads - so if you plan lots of continental riding, its important to 
check with the dealer and find out how easy it is to adjust your headlights for 
overseas use.  Some bikes now have flat beam patterns which require no change for 
continental use - but if you are unsure get advice from a dealer. The obvious 
downside of flat beam headlights is that when using dipped beam you may struggle 
to spot roadside signs. 
 
Stick on - "Beam deflectors" sold for car use in Eurotunnel and ferry shops will 
probably work to redirect the beam pattern on most motorbike headlights. BUT 
Important Note - deflectors may cause heat build-up issues (cracks) for some plastic 
lenses headlights - so again check with the bike manufacturer/dealer they are 
suitable. 
 
If you decide to use beam deflectors, just make sure you choose the correct version 
and stick them on the correct part of the headlight.  There are 2 versions of beam 
deflectors - ones sold for use on British cars when driving on roads in mainland 
Europe, and ones sold for drivers from mainland europe when driving on roads on 
the UK. 
 
The fact that similar bikes are available worldwide means that wherever you are on 
the planet you can always visit a local dealer and check out bikes to see if they will 
meet your needs. 
 
Should I hire? 
 
Bike hire is not cheap - but it will often come bundled with a lot of extras, so don't 
discount it without adding up ALL the costs.  Rental bikes tend to be fairly new, 
clean, thoroughly checked, serviced and ready to ride. It may also have breakdown, 
recovery and replacement vehicle assistance as well as comprehensive insurance 
for use across Europe.  So you won't spend part of your holiday time buying and 
selling a bike or arranging insurance and breakdown cover. 
 
However if you are planning to rent a motorbike for a longer trip in the UK or Europe, 
it may be cheaper to buy a used motorbike and sell it later.  The tipping point is 
normally somewhere between two and three weeks.  You can get an idea of typical 
rental costs here. These folk are in London, this lot in Essex and these in 
Manchester. For an additional fee, hire firms will deliver/collect your bike ready to 
ride at your hotel or at most major airports. 
 
You can hire motorbikes in most larger cities around Europe provided you have a 
valid license for the type of vehicle you intend to hire.  Overseas license holders will 

http://www.superbikerental.co.uk/
http://www.huntsmotorcycles.co.uk/uk-motorcycle-hire.htm


often be charged a large deposit and extra fees will apply if you intend to take the 
bike outside the rental country, or cover high mileages.  
 
Valid driving licences issued by MOST countries outside the EU can be used on a 
temporary basis to drive equivalent categories of vehicles in the EU for a maximum 
of 6 months.  However testing schemes in a few overseas countries are not deemed 
sufficiently rigourous to permit even temporary use during a visit to the EU.  If 
licenses issued by your country are not recognised you will need a valid International 
Driving Permit. 
 
If you might stay for longer than 6 months your overseas licence must be exchanged 
for an equivalent EU license.  Be aware that after 6 months of arriving in the EU your 
overseas driving license becomes invalid for driving anywhere in the EU.  Also it 
would no longer be valid for exchange, so if you want to keep driving you would then 
need to take the full relevant national driving tests.  Visitors with foreign language 
licenses are strongly advised to get a certified translation into the language of the EU 
country you intend visiting.  This is particularly important if you intend to hire a 
vehicle during your visit to the EU as firms will usually decline a rental if they are 
unsure your license is valid. 
 
 
Where can I buy a cheap motorbike? 
 
All the usual options are out there.  Private sales, Dealer Sales, and online sales, but 
for sheer volume of choice and competitive prices online sales now dominate the UK 
second-hand motorbike market.  There are three major players to check. Biketrader , 
MotorCycleNews and Ebay UK there are also loads of other minor websites listing 
second hand bikes. It is quite common to see the same bike offered for sale on 
several websites and of course many dealers and private sellers use them as their 
primary method of sale. 
 
Just be careful out there 
 
Reviewing adverts in the big three mentioned above will give you a fair indication of 
normal prices for motorbikes.  However if you come across an advertisement on a 
website or local newspaper where the price seems ridiculously low, please be VERY 
wary.  OK it just may be someone desperate to sell, but lots of stolen bikes are 
shipped around the country only to turn up in local small adds at the other end of the 
country.  Sadly problems can often come to light, long after you have handed over 
your cash and you try and register/insure the bike.  If the bike has been stolen, then 
its tough on you, as the bike will be seized by the police for return to its rightful 
owner, and all your cash is probably lost!   
 
If you foolishly buy a vehicle with an outstanding logbook loan or finance security, 
you immediately become liable for any loan amounts outstanding, and if you don't 
settle the debt, the vehicle can be seized back by loan company! That's why it is 
IMPERATIVE to carry out a full "warranted" HPI check - on any bike you think of 
buying.  Never rely on unwarranted checks - if they give you wrong information - you 
have no comeback. So I only do my own checks and I only use the two companies 
listed below!  Take care on this point - as dealers selling motorbikes may offer to do 
the check for you "for free" and even provide a printout of the results.  But because 
you did not pay for the check, you will have no protection at all if an unregistered 

http://www.autotrader.co.uk/bikes/
http://www.motorcyclenews.com/MCN/bikesforsale/
http://www.ebay.co.uk/


logbook loan comes to light later on.  So this is one occasion where it's definitely 
worth paying for your own check! 
 
What you should get is detailed information about the bike - make, model, colour, 
frame and engine numbers, it will also tell you who really owns it, whether there is 
any registered financing outstanding, and if its been stolen, written off or been 
involved in a recorded accident.  The best firms "warranty" the information and 
typically provide you with a £30,000 warranty in case they get it wrong. Its quick, 
costs about £20 and easy to do online or by phone with firms like the RAC and HPI 
Check.  
 
BUT these checks depend on you doing your bit - to confirm the registration and 
frame numbers on the bike tally with the HPI information they provide to you.  So 
take a torch, and ensure nothing has been altered on the bike or the vehicle V5c 
registration document.  Colour copiers produce convincing fakes, so hold the form up 
to a light and check it is printed on DVLA watermark paper and the details have not 
been altered.  If they don't have a V5c certificate - just walk away - it's not worth the 
risk. 
 
Bogus adverts for motorbikes and cars have been used to lure people to places 
where they can be mugged for the cash they may be carrying.  So never view alone 
or agree to buy a bike at a pub, railway or petrol station, or indeed anywhere else but 
the owners registered address. Any genuine seller will be happy to provide all the 
information necessary to carry out an HPI check, before going to view it, including 
confirming the registered owners address. Finally always check the bike in daylight - 
darkness can hide a multitude of problems!  
 
You should also be aware of the main legal rules which apply to anyone owning a 
UK registered vehicle. 
 
Other Purchase options 
 
Another potentially worthwhile option is to contact firms who hire out bikes and see if 
they are about to sell off or replace any of their existing bike fleet.  Inevitably most 
rental bikes will have been given a lot of stick - and probably dropped a few times.  
So they won't be in pristine condition - but these firms depend on keeping their bikes 
safe and running - so they won't scrimp on the servicing.  They often sell bikes just 
before the manufacturers extended 3 year warranty expires, so the new buyer will 
still have a few weeks to find any major faults and get them fixed for free.  The best 
bit is you can expect to pay well below the typical online prices for similar 3 year old 
bikes.  Remember the rental firm will be keen to sell direct, as they can then get a 
bigger discount on their new replacement bike without a trade-in, so it can be very 
worth while making a few calls or emails. 
 

http://www.rac.co.uk/products-services/car-data-checks/
http://www.hpicheck.com/
http://www.hpicheck.com/
http://www.lifford-cooke.com/motorbiking/documents/legalrules.pdf

