
New tyres – Time to go Careful
When you replace your tyres you would be forgiven for thinking that with loads of tread depth and fresh rubber 
your brand new tyres will certainly grip the road better than the old ones you just removed – well unfortunately
its not true.

The problem stems from “mould release agent”.  Basically, your new tyre has been made by applying immense 
pressure to a precision steel mould, containing a load of rubber and other materials.  These moulds are very, 
very expensive and to make them last as long as possible all tyre manufacturers – but particularly the budget 
brands – coat the moulds with copious amounts of mould releasing agent.  This helps extract the tyre carcass 
cleanly and also imparts the new tyre with that new tyre sheen which looks so attractive in the showroom.  But 
basically it’s a type of lubricant, and not therefore stuff you want on your tyres, especially if your vehicle only 
has two wheels!  So its vital that you take extreme care for at least the first 50 miles whenever you ride a bike 
with new tyres.

You Tube is filled with videos of bikers proudly mounting their brand new steed only to see the thing lying on its 
side within yards of the garage forecourt!  It happens and happens and happens, so don’t let it happen to you.  
Just check out the links at the bottom of this article.

So what can you do?

(1) If you are having new tyres fitted

Its worth asking the tyre fitter to thoroughly clean any release agent from the tyres before fitting them.  They will 
use a heap of clean rags and paper towel so most will charge a small amount extra for it, but its buttons 
compared with a dropped bike.

If they wont do it, make sure you take a roll of kitchen roll with you so once the bike is ready, you can carefully 
wipe over each tyre before you are tempted to hop on board and ride off.   
Ensure you clean all the way to the edge of the tread, and also right up the sidewalls, don’t forget to wipe off 
any gunk lurking deep in the tread grooves, 

Remember once you start riding centrifugal force will quickly see any release agent left in the tread grooves or 
on the sidewalls running down onto your carefully cleaned tread.  That’s why you need to be careful for at least 
50 miles.

Bike magazines seem to offer conflicting advice on how best to get the tyres bedded in and how to ensure they 
will give you the optimum tyre life.  But the key thing appears to be to focus on being very smooth and 
restrained until the tyres have done at least 10 miles, then progressively push the tyres once they are good and 
hot and sticky.  But don’t expect the tyres to perform anything like their best until they have done at least 100 
miles.

So whether you are planning an epic trip, or maybe just a ride with your mates on some twisties, remember to 
allow plenty of time to bed the tyres in fully beforehand.

(2) Buying a brand new bike

Basically everything above applies to new bikes.  However it seems that most dealers ensure tyres on their 
showroom bikes have a gleaming coat of release agent, as it hides any build up of dust on their inventory.  So 
be extra careful when picking up a bike from showroom.

If you go with your mates to pick up your new bike, warn them you will be riding it home very timidly as you 
need to bed in the tyres.
Otherwise this sort of thing can happen.   Or this.   Ask yourself what did this guy do wrong? The answer is they 
probably expected the dealer to give them a bike fit for the road, what they got was a bike fit for the showroom.

Take care.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q9zNUPDmnz4&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XuB_K_y18oY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jw4mDqh8nBI

